QUATERLY REPORT OF TOBY SCHOOL

The academic year at Toby School began on the 1st of June 2007. Honorable Minister M. Venkataramana Rao, Minister for Air Ports, Infrastructure, and Investments had inaugurated the new school building on 11-08-07. The other dignitary included the school patron Rev. Dr. P. Ranjan Babu and the President Rev. Dr. M. Swarna Latha Devi. Apart from this the school staff, college students, parents of the children and the children themselves were present at the occasion. After inauguration a public meeting was conducted in the premises of the new school building. In his maiden speech the Honorable Minister expressed his happiness at the functioning of Child Guidance Center and applauded the officials, executive members of the society and all concerned workers. He appreciated the various activities of the organization and its projects, namely the “School for Mentally Challenged”, “Betty Huber Home”, “Dr.Lucy Dulfer Home for the Aged” and the “Toby School”. The other programmes include the Aids Awareness Program, Eye and Medical Camps, Identification Camps, Cheyutha Project, Tsunami Rehabilitation Programme and the Vocational Training Centre (VTC).
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Some of the parents of the Toby school enumerated and commended the activities, the dedication, the concern of the organization in voluntarily meeting, treating, educating and counseling, the parents and families of the mentally challenged children.  

Mr.Venkatesh father of Shirisha and Srikanth mentioned that both his children who are mentally challenged could not be admitted in any of the concerned schools due to their ignorance and poverty. This academic year during a survey conducted by the teachers the parents were acquainted regarding the activities of the school. They were counseled after which they agreed to join our school. In the meeting he spoke at length about the improvements their children got after joining the school .He expressed his satisfaction at the provision of free lunch and transport by the school.

Our school patron Rev. Dr. P. Ranjan Babu and school President Rev. Dr. M. Swarna Latha Devi appreciated our care and concern in teaching and treating the Mentally Challenged. Dr. P. Frank Viswanath profusely thanked Honorable Minister for sparing his valuable time in attending the function.

During this year, till now 12 new cases have been registered, out of which 9 of them are below 12 years, and 3 cases are above12 years. In the beginning the strength was 30. Later 12 students joined the school making the total strength as 42. 
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The school students were divided into four classes based on their chronological age and functional level. A detailed Special Educational Assessment was done for each child after which an Individualized Educational/Training program was developed. 
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Out of these 42 students, 28 are day-scholars and commute by new school van. These 28 students are who are mentally challenged come at 9:30 a.m in the morning and go back home at 3:30 p.m. These students who come by school van, are not charged any fees for the conveyance and also for education and are given free food. 

At the Toby School, the classes are divided into different sections. There are four classes primary section, pre-primary section, educable and trainable. Apart from these, we have a separate section for speech therapy, occupational therapy and physiotherapy.

Children are very happy in the new school building with all the latest facilities. Many other parents are willing to send their children who are mentally challenged from the nearby villages to join them in our school, which is having neat furnished new building. EENADU a prominent and largest circulated News Paper has given a full-page report appreciating the activities of Toby school in meeting the necessities of Mentally challenged in particular and handicapped in general. Translated copy of the newspaper is enclosed for your information and perusal.

We are very happy for your care and concern in upgrading and providing a new building for the differently able children.  We earnestly pray to god to bestow good health, happiness and riches to you and your family.

[image: image4.jpg]



In Pre-primary section, we have 13 students, in Primary – 12 students, in Educable -10 students and in Trainable – 07, Among these students, we are sending 11 students for physiotherapy, 12 students for speech therapy and 10 students for vocational students, and we are preparing 6 students to attend exams through Andhra Pradesh Open School. We are very happy to say our students Jeeva and Sridevi passed 7th class examinations successfully. 

Attaching l-students list and news letter translation in English

	List of Toby School children

	S.No
	Nameof the Student
	Age
	           Level
	Diagnosis
	

	1
	B.Sai
	07
	Severe
	MR
	Old student

	2
	Jeeva
	22
	Moderate
	MR
	Old student

	3
	Anil Kumar
	17
	Moderate
	MR
	Old student

	4
	Arun Kumar
	14
	Mild
	MR
	Old student

	5
	Sujatha
	20
	Mild
	MR
	Old student

	6
	Keerthi
	09
	Moderate
	MR
	Old student

	7
	Sreedevi
	17
	Average
	HH
	Old student

	8
	Arshad
	15
	Severe
	MR
	Old student

	9
	Ram Prasad
	17
	Moderate
	MR
	Old student

	10
	Akbar
	15
	Severe
	MR
	Old student

	11
	Bhaskar
	19
	Severe
	MR
	Old student

	12
	Bharathi
	22
	Moderate
	MR
	Old student

	13
	Manemma
	27
	Moderate
	MR
	Old student

	14
	Shyamala
	17
	Severe
	MR
	Old student

	15
	Rajitha
	22
	Moderate
	MR
	Old student

	16
	Satyanarayan
	14
	Average
	PHC
	Old student

	17
	Bhavani
	12
	Moderate
	MR
	Orphan old student

	18
	Parvathi
	13
	Moderate
	MR
	Orphan old student

	19
	Yougan
	11
	Severe
	MR
	Orphan old student

	20
	Kajol
	10
	Moderate
	MR
	Orphan old student

	21
	Tayamma
	12
	Moderate
	MR
	Orphan old student

	22
	Pinky
	05
	Average
	BP
	Orphan old student

	23
	Dilip
	14
	Moderate
	MR
	Orphan old student

	24
	Veeranna
	12
	Mild
	MR
	Orphan old student

	25
	Steevenson
	10
	Moderate
	MR
	Orphan old student

	26
	Illiaz
	15
	Moderate
	MR
	Orphan old student

	27
	Emmi
	06
	Average
	BP
	Orphan old student

	28
	Prathyusha
	15
	Mild
	MR
	Orphan old student

	29
	Bhanu
	08
	Borderline
	BP
	Orphan old student

	30
	Sudheer
	14
	Severe
	MR
	Orphan old student

	31
	Hema Chandu
	08
	Mild
	MR
	New Student

	32
	Vishnu Vardhan
	13
	Mild
	MR
	New Student

	33
	Upendra
	15
	Average
	H.H
	New Student

	34
	Lohith
	09
	Moderate
	MR
	New Student

	35
	T.Shirisha
	09
	Moderate
	PHC/ MR
	New Student

	36
	T.Srikanth
	07
	Moderate
	MR/Speech
	New Student

	37
	S.I.Junaid
	14
	Severe
	MR
	New Student

	38
	V.Roja
	09
	Mild
	MR
	New Student

	39.
	D.Harshavardhan
	06
	Mild
	MR
	New Student

	40
	Bharathi
	10
	Moderate
	MR
	New Student

	41
	Abhinav
	11
	Moderate
	MR
	New Student

	42
	Pavani
	08
	Moderate
	MR
	          New Student 
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UN BLOSSOMED FLOWERS 

GLOWING WITH LIGHT





Child Guidance Centre Sheltering the Orphans

Working for the mentally challenged and orphans, and bringing about a change in their lives by making them independent through training is the motive behind running Child Guidance Centre. The foundation of Child Guidance Centre is entrenched by the suffering of one woman at the hands of the uncaring and repulsive society. The institution was started with a noble intention of providing care and support for the socially deprived, neglected and dejected women. The ideals of this woman were strongly supported and enhanced by her descendants, the outcome of which is the blossoming of the lives of several mentally challenged children.

Grand mother’s inspiration

Deenamma was born in Jaaladi Village of Guntur District with a Physically Disability. Though the society looked down upon her, her family members stood by to support her. Since the family was financially sound they supported her in all aspects. She studied up to 6th class and decided to serve the co-disabled in the society. She started a school for and gave a helping hand to them. Her son Dr. Ranjan Babu and her grand son Viswanath followed her footsteps. Her grand son Viswanath has started a centre for the Mentally Challenged at Ghatkesar and the orphans also provided shelter here.

Training and treatment according to their mental status.

Training and treatment is given to students who are brought with a mental disability as per their level of retardation after a detailed assessment. Students at primary stage are trained through games, songs, and physical exercises. Severe mentally challenged students are taught self help skills like washing their face, brushing their teeth, wearing their dress and taking bath to make them self dependent in their personal skills. As per their interest they are taught painting, paper cutting and drawing. Sheela working as a teacher informed that good results could be obtained if students are taught and trained after examining their mental abilities.

Vocational training 

In this centre children are offered vocational courses. In Peerzadiguda and Ghatkesar centers three hundred mentally challenged children are being trained. The teachers who teach and train them are provided special training. Some children are being trained for writing A.P.Open school exams. For providing Vocational training to them a permanent building construction has been planned wherein chalk piece, phenol making etc will be provided and they are being supported financially. Veeraswamy trained in this institute is successfully running a Telephone booth with their support.

The children are trained to get change in behaviour of mentally challenged

With the intention of bringing about a change in the lives of the mentally challenged a camp was conducted at Ghatkesar about 5 years back to identify them. Two years later a special school was started at Ghatkesar. In Ghatkesar the centre started with 5 to 6 children and has presently grown to strength of about 50 children. The camp conducted had revealed that there were many cases of mental retardation at Edulabad and hence the centre was started at Ghatkesar Mandal,  Edulabad.  The aim of the staff and officials at the centre is to teach and train the Mentally challenged children through games and songs thus bringing light in their lives.

Through donations

The centre at Peerzadiguda is being supported by Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Govt of India, but the centre at Ghatkesar is being run by Donations from well wishers. Orphans are also being taken care and they are being trained. Dr. Frank Viswanath, General Secretary, appealed to the public, not to throw their children in municipal dustbins if they are unable to feed them. They can give a call to 040-27202337 for help.   

They are many heart breaking incidents

The organisation representative Mary informed that at Railway Stations, and bus stands many orphan children are found. Behind every child’s life there is a heart-breaking story. Some mafia parties abduct young girls and children and sell them to the prostitution centers .One day while conducting survey for orphans near Secunderabad station she saw a girl with wounds who was profusely crying. When they went near her they found that she had been raped. She was admitted in the hospital. After treatment she could not tell her place of birth and her parent’s names, but she could only tell her name. She reported that when she was young she was dumped in a prostitute den but when she was un willing to do so she ran away from the den. She is admitted in a hostel now. Many of the children and women, who come away from these dens, get pregnant and after giving birth to children they throw them in dustbins thus increasing the number of orphans every year.

Four years back

Four years back at the Secunderabad railway station when everyone was busy with his/her work, a cry from a gunny bag was heard. The nearby people rushed and came around the bag but none of them dared to open the bag. In the mean while one woman opened the rope tightened to the bag and to everyone’s surprise a three-year-old boy was seen crying with ants moving all over his body and biting him. He was unable to move his head, hands and his condition was deplorable. He could not speak since he was mentally handicapped. This was the situation four years back. 

Now at present 

Some children are found playing at Ghatkesar School.  In every child there is an uninterrupted happiness and it seems that the happiness available in this world appears to be here. Amongst those children is seen a seven years old child by name Yogan with a sweet smile on his face.  This is the child who was found in the gunny bag four years back at Secunderabad station.

